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 Requirements for Underground Electric Service Laterals 
 
Please be advised of the following requirements that have been established for undergrounding 
existing overhead electrical service lines: 
 
1. Contact the Building Inspector in your area by calling 949-644-3275 and ask to speak to 

the Building Inspector in your area.  He will arrange to come out and fill out the 
underground checklist (sample attached). 

 
2. With the checklist in hand, come to the building counter and obtain an electrical permit 

for each residence involved in the undergrounding project.  (Fee for basic conversion is 
approximately $70.00). 

 
3. The electrical permit must be obtained by either a state licensed electrical contractor (C-

10), or the homeowner who assumes the responsibility of hiring a licensed person or firm 
or does the work personally. 

 
4. State law requires that proper workman’s compensation is provided in case of injury to 

anyone working on the job site and that the contractor or homeowner carries liability 
insurance. 

 
5. Depending upon the exact location of the utility trench on the property,  a compaction 

test and field report by a soils engineer will be required if the trench impacts the footings 
of the house, garage, block walls or other structures and improvements.  Backfilling with 
a lean concrete sand mix (1 sack per cubic yard) will waive this requirement.  
Compaction testing requirements will be determined by the Building Inspector.  Proper 
compaction and testing of excavation backfill will avoid settlement or structural damage. 

 
6. Inspection of all electrical services will be performed to verify: 
 
 a) Type and depth of conduit leading to the meter and panel location 
 b) Proper grounding of the service 
 c) Proper bonding to the cold water pipes 
 d) Safe wiring inside of the service panel (existing and new) 
 e) Existing working space clearance to front of the meter panel (National 

Electrical Code requires 36 inches) 
 
It is the Building Department's objective to minimize costs for home owners while still providing 
a safe installation.  Questions on this matter should be directed to Jim Uitermark by telephoning 
(949) 644-3272.  His office hours are 6:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. 

 



CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

3300 NEWPORT BLVD. 
P.O.BOX 1768, NEWPORT BEACH, CA  92658 

(949) 644-3275 
 

PRE-UNDERGROUNGING CHECKLIST 
 
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Owner/contractor:  ____________________________________ Plan Check # _____________ 
 
Inspector:  ___________________________________________ Date:  ___________________ 
 

NEW SERVICE _______             UNDERGROUND TO EXISTING ________ YES NO N/A 

1. Is new grounding required to comply with 
National Electrical Code? 

   

2. Is bonding to the water piping required?    

GROUNDING 
AND  
BONDING 

3. Is the existing wiring safe?    
1. Are subpanel feeders protected?    

2. Are there more than five circuits?    

3. Must a new main switch be added?    

OVER 
CURRENT 
CONDUCTOR 
PROTECTION 

4. Are any circuits overloaded?    

1. Are listed, labeled materials on site identified 
as approved? 

   

2. Do existing raceways comply?    

MATERIALS 

3. List below equipment to be reused?    

1. Is existing working space accepted?    (Note 
dimensions and conditions below) 

   

2. Are site or structural conditions hazardous? 
(Note hazards below) 

   

SITE 
CONDITIONS 

3. Is trench compaction required to be certified 
by a soils engineer? 

   

 

COMMENTS: ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE:  Every effort was made to identify possible code violations associated with this project; 
however, additional safety issues may be found during construction inspections that must be 
corrected to protect the occupants and their property. 
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